Gender differences in the clinical expression of schizophrenia.
Gender differences have been reported for a variety of clinical measures in patients with schizophrenia. Clinical characterization may be helpful in identifying symptom clusters which can then be linked to underlying brain function. In this study 74 men and 33 women meeting DSM-IIIR criteria for schizophrenia were studied off medication and rated on measures of symptom type and severity, as well as premorbid and current function. Men were more severely impaired in ratings of negative symptoms, while positive symptoms were not significantly different. There were also differences in premorbid and current functioning, with women manifesting better social functioning than men.